High fidelity News & Reviews

MONITOR AUDIO PLATINUM PL100
Compact speakers with a big, generous sound

The flagship small speakers from an acclaimed manufacturer are special, says Andrew Everard

he smallest speakers in Monstor
Ainclin's range-1opping Plaimuon
line-up are very small indeed.
However, a hint that the £25(00-a-
pair PLAD0s are something special is given by the
they’re 1 3kg apiece, suggesting a
calwnet of excellent solidity and ngdity, Bog take

weaght

the grilles off and you see what really sees the
PL100s apart from conventional “hookshelf”
speakers: they use a nblbon drver for the treble,
and a2 mid/ s unit looking for all the world hike
an alaminium dish set in a robber surroumd.

Both drivers are designed and made for this
speaker — no small undertaking when it comes ro
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thin sandwich of Monitor Audia’s Ceramie
Cooated Alumimium Magnesiom (C-CAM) alloy
and rare-earth magnets, with every part of the
ribban being both voice cnil and diaphragm, The
rillon itsell weighs almaost nothing, and is good
for frequendcies all the way up o 100kH:

Parmenng itisa 16 5om midfMizss unit uang
the company’s Rigsd Divver Technology (RIYT)
This employs layers of the C-CAM material
sandwiching a Momex honeycomb oo ke o
diaphragm that’s both rgid and very ligh, and
it's mounted ina 1.|]1.E'J-t1g|v;| die-cast chassis.

Sa, we have C-CAM and RDYT, o which we
can now add ARC — the mineral-losded resin
torming the front batfle —and the Hi-Ve [ rear-
venting reflex port, both shallow and riffed on i
inner surface o acoeleran: the air-flaw,

The cabinet iselfis made from multple layery
oFwood veneers, bonded opether and shaped o
gave a non-regular enclosure — good for avoidimg
standing waves — and within there's binmmen
divmping and bols connecting the front and rear
panels to miemal bracme, torgued up o oplimise
the rigitity of the cabinet. The front bafile,
mieanwhile, is hand-upholstered in Strathspey
leather = mainly for sesthenc reasons, though it
e also add sne damping. Complenung the

The PL100s are set apart by their unusual
driver configuration and luxury finishes

pactune i a pair of custom-made stamids, sclling
foor BN 3 Jratr, o which the 'h-|l\'.tL ers amach, You
can use convenoonal stmds — Slam or 5o il
wailil dis the b = but the \iw.pk-'n suunil better

on the dedicated suppors.

PERFORMANCE
These are not speakers o be parmered with
ivvthivng Bt the very best sources and
amplification: they're not in any way shape or
form lorgiving. They're not sweet, they're ot
rich = thev're just neutral, and very revealing
However, partner them with a balanced, lagh-
||||.|||1:|.' ‘-.\‘-‘I'IFIL :ll'l\.i |i'|‘_|| i F!I 1’[.;” I|L|.' it Illll'r
speakers of this siee I have ever encountered, The
bass 18 powerful and has good impact, wath a linde
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response no harm whatsoever, though you

should take care not 1o use them o close 1o rear
o shile walls of the bass sn't wo become wao loeose,

The erossover point between the ribbon driver
and the mid/bass unit is quite low ar 2 8EH 2 but
this e the PLIDOL seamless IEETHLON BCTORS
the frequency range. The meble is mone
pronounced than on many a rival design bue this
aikils oo the open and explicit nature of these
speakers, and enables them 1o deliver 3 sound
with almost nagical ambience and atmosphiere.

I'hese are speakers with real speed and amack,
us 15 clear with solo instrements, and & glonoas
sense of prosence with well recorded studio or
location ambient information. Stereo foous is
sharp ard entirely matural, and these livele
spekers are able to create entirely eredible sound
stage photures with just a shade of poe-in rowands
thee listening positon, Bue almost as impressive is
the way they mve a fine impression of the scale of
larger musical forces, thanks o their excellen
wetght and bass presentation

N, the PL100s aren’t for everyone, 25 you
miight expect given what is after all a high price for
speakers so compact. Butif you can afford them,
anul the pannenng equipment required to make
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MONITOR AUDIO PLATINUM PL100O
Type T
Price £2500

Crrive units Ribbon teoeter, 16 5cm midf/bass unit

vy bass-raflox standmaunt sprakores

Frequency response S Hr- 10 02
Sentitivity HEdBWim

Impedance 4 chms

Maximum power handling 1200W
Minkmum amplifier power S0W

Finithes Saros rosewood or nbory venaer, or piano

lalack, all lacquersd and with [ea
Dimansions (MO D) 37022 5028 Som
Made by Monitar Audio Lad, 24 Brook Rosd
Rmvlesgh, Eseax 556 TXL, UK

Tel +44 {1258 0580

wiarw'. monitoraudio.co.uk



